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ee) N the year 1190, Robert. Flour, fon of 
| 5 Took F lour, who was twice mayor of Vork, 
1 J about the latter end of the tweltth century, 
Se vas born in this city. This man running 
into the ſanctity of that age, laid the foundation of 
2 priory which ſtood below March-brid ge, near 
| Knareſbrough. It was of the order of triars, ſtyied 
de Redemptione Captivorum alias Sandæ Tri Ne batte 
Ihe life of this zealot, called St. Robert of Knareſ- 
brough, is as odd a legendary ſtory as any can be 
found in the whole catalogae of Romiſh ſaints. a 
St, Robert was born in the city of York, his 
. father's name was Tockleſs Flour; and his mother's 
name Smimeria; who being of the beſt rank of ci- 
tizens and following a moſt Chriſtian rule of go 
Ute, had a ſon whom they nathed Robert, and brought” 
bim up in all virtuous education; and as he grew in 
years of diſcretion, ſo they trained him up in earn»! . 
ing and virtuous exerciſes. This holy man, cen. 
from his infancy, had à continual recourſe to God.y. 
prayer, never once ſtooping to the tove"ot Plediures, 
but ſtill W u n! was Kd length de 
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25 tain houſe called the New-Monaltery'of the Ciſtertay 
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ay 


Not long after tl is, Robert went Into the north/ 


Parts of the country, and betook himſelf to a Ler- 


order, where he had a brotlier of that order, the 


he remained ſome four months, giving them a true 


pattern of ſobriety and good life, and then he re- 
turned to his father's houſe; * After à few days, this 


| ſervant of God privately fled from his Weng 10 
. areſprough. as God had inſpired him, to an her- 
mic there, leading a ſtrict. life amongſt. the rocks, v who 


emed at firſt glad. of ſuch an aſlociate as Robert, 
but afterwards, being overcome > by the, terptazion, 
0 our common enemy the devil, be, returned again 
t als wite and children, and left Robert Logez Who 


. wondertul abſtinence, afflicted himſalf tet adT* 
*Atter this, Robert y Wa to a certain matron, not far; 


em his cell, to aſk ag alm ns, who, gaveibim as much: 


ont; with. the chapel of St. Hilda, as he thought 
good to dig and till. This alms;Robert accepted. of, 


and remained their almoſt a year, chaftigng - his fleſh, 


Fe ls % th auitere mortification, and applying, himſelf wholly, 
9 the kerri of God.” A. lth Tetorp tbe departed 
Ahe, thieves broke into bis cell and took all hisr 
pftoviſion away; and Upon... that, be... determined... to. 
leave the place and went to Spofford, where he ſtay-; 
e jor. a while, attending only to prazet and other: 
MM rvices of God Almighty... The fame of his ſangtity, 

af holy converſatiop A) ped 

"come e locking to him; but, ſor arviding an" 


myſt ot che country tal 
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4451 125 


departed and changed 15 5556 de. : 
No ſooner | had the monks of Adley heard of 


"Robert's. 8. retirin; from Spofford; but they were TY 


"neſt with bim to come and live amongſt them; which 


81 25s 22 


the good wan did, and became a poor brother cf L 


| their houſe, and ſubmitted himſelf * to their ſpiritusl 


MAG id 


rules and diſcipline. As for his - garment, it was 


. Sd 


only one, ang that of white. Colour, which ſerved 


rather to cover. his "nakedneſs . than to keep him : 


Ci 4 


Warm. His bread was three parts barley meal, his 


broth J Was 1 made of ubſavoured herbs, or a few beans 
ferved with a, little falt; cave once a week he had 2 
little meal put into it, His auſterity of life was 

ot ſuitable to the looſer fort, in in that monaſtery, who 
were emulous ot. his virtues, and impatient 0 of rebuke, 


which the man ot God | perceiving, he returned again TY 
to the chapel. of St. Hilda, where he was Joytully * 


"Accepted of the matron. She preſently ſet on Work- 
chen to build a place for 8 in of his Corn, and 
er other neceſfary uſes. BG. 393% 


This man of God ſpent Sbele Mate 4 in watching 5 


- at: prayer and when he. flept, which was more .tor 
N otherwife, he matle his ground his bed. 


Ile had four ſervants, two whereof he employed 


About tillage, the third he kept for divers. uſes, ant 
_ he fourth he commonly retained about himſelf, to 
end abroad to the cduntry to oollect tie pæopte 
ins for theſe poor Hrethren which he 88 taken into 
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one day it chanced as St. Robert flept on the 
E539 being much wearied with his continual au- f 
ſtereneſs, his mother, being lately dead, appeared 
unto him very ſad, pale, and deformed, telling him 
that for uſury, and divers other tranſgreffions, the 
was judged to moſt grievous pains, unleſs he reliev- 
ed her by his prayers; which St. Robert promited 
to perform. Being greatly troubled tor the diſcom- 
fort of his mother, he went unto prayer, and not 
long after his mother appeared to him again with a | 
chearfull aſpect, giving thanks to her ſon, and depar- | 
ted, and praiſed God eternally, _ 5 
Not long atter this, William Stuteville®, lord of the | 
foreſt, paſſing by his cells demanded of his ſervauts 
who lived there ? they anſwered, one Robert, an holy | 
'hermit ; no, anſwered Stuteville, rather a receiver of 


thieves, and in a eee manner commanded his 
x e weer 


— 
* 


Anno 1171. one Robert de Stuteville was bigh-thetiff 

of this county, See catalogue. St. Robert's cell: is fill 

| ſorwn at Knareſbro', being @ room, wherein are Seats 
5 an cach Aae, either to kneel before, or reſſ upon: The length | 
IS, . Chapel is 3 Yards and a E, its breath 3 Yards, and 
2 2 2 ards and > + high, up to a curious arched Canopy, plainly 
dijcernible from the light of a Window, adorn'd with tra- 

191 which aljo dijcouers an Altar, partly carv'd like neat - 
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6 
followers to level it with the ground; which was done 
accordingly. Then Robert removed to a place near 
the town of Knareſbro', where he had before remain- 
ed; contriving no better a dwelling than only a ſmall 
receptacle by the chaple of St. Gyles, made up with 
the boughs of trees. The holy man ſtill increaſing 
jn virtue and goodneſs, made the enemy of man more 
deſirous of his overthrow, and thought once again by 
his former means to diſquiet bis virtuous endeavours. 

, Stuteville, a fit inſtrument for ſuch a purpoſe, coming 
chat way, by the inſtigation of the devil, took notice 
of a ſmoke that aſcended from Robert's cell, and. de- 
manded who lived there? Anſwer was made by his 
ſervant, Robert the hermit. Is it Robert, quoth he, 
whoſe houſe I overthrew, and expelled my foreſt 
= , Anſwer was made, the ſame; whereat enraged, he 
- ſwore, by the eyes of God, to raze it to the ground, 
| and expel Robert the next day from his manſion- 
| houſe for ever. But in the night, in his ſleep, there 


pores unto him a viſion three men, terrible and 
4 | fearful 


beliew'd were defign'd to repreſent the HOLY TRINI . 
All of the Rock; and yet a further ſpace or nitch ſeen be. 
Lund the Altar, very probable, eirber for the Image of ; 
the Blefed Virgin Mary, or a reprejen:ation of our dear 
5 redeemer s bitter Crucifixion ! The fite of this priory au. 
fold to the earl of Shrewſbury among f ſegeral * landing D L 
Ac. 8 the 5th of 2 E. VI. 1 


R TY os em 
* * nd l 


88 -to.behold, hy two carried a hk en 
| "pine of iron beſet with ſharp and. fiery teeth; the third 
„ giant-like ſtature holding two iron clubs in his 
bands, came furiouſly towards his bed, ſaying, Cruel 
prince and initrument of the devil, rife quickly and 
wake choice of one of te t to defe d the man ot Cod, 
for whom I am ſent hither to fight with the. 
4 Hereupon Stuteyille cried out and with remorſe of 
1 conſcience, cried to God tor mercy, with proteitations 
. amendment; whereat the teariul viſion vaniſhed. 
Stucey: lle coming to himſelf, preſentiy conſtrued that 
this revelation was lent trom God, tor the violence 
done and intended againit Robert” his ſervant. | Wheres 
= , fore the next day he conterred all. the lands betwixt 
.= * cell and Grimbaid-cragg-ſtone for a perpetual almsz 
dsc that. the ground ſhould not lie untilled, he gave 
1 br m two oxen, two horſes, arid two kine. Not long 
W- -- = 2) ter Robert took into his company a Jew, whom ne 
employed as overſeer of the poor, and diſtributor f 
5 * | their alms. One day the Jew, being overcome by the 
bi devil, fled away from the holy man, and in his night 
fell and broke his leg; which the holy man under- 
ſtanding, by revelation, made haſte to him, and chid- 
ing him for his fault, which the Jew acknowledged, and 
deſired pardon, forthwith Robert bletfing his leg, 
embrued in blood, with his holy hand, reſtored bim 


Robert s care of the poor was great, an and, that he 
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to his former ſtate, and brought him back to his cell. 5 


nigh the I E theix want. d. defired 4 
| of 25 : BS 3s Pa | 
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.Þ 3 n gi repti 


Potron Stutenille/ to ee Am? e 
e but withal ſuch a cow, ſo wild and fierce, 
that none durſt come near her. Phe man of Gol 
making haſte to the foret, found her, and a 
her about the neck, brought her home, as meek as a 
lam, to the great admiration of the ſpeQators. - One 
of Stureville's ſervants told his maſter of this thing, 
and withal faid he would adviſe a way how to get the 
cow again from Robert. But his maſter did not ap 
prove of the motion; nevertheleſs the fellow with 
counterfeit looks and geſtures, traming Himſelf las 
both hands and feet, encountered Robert, and deſired 
ſome relier for his wife and children, who were miſers 
ably oppreſſed with hunger and want; unto whom 
Robert gave his cow, ſayiiig unto him, God gude and 
God ball have, bus jo thou ſhalt be, as thou nale "thy 
elf to be; and when this deceiver thought to depart 
with his cow, he was not able to ſtir, but was lame 
indeed. Freceiving this to be the juſt judgment of God 
for deluding his ſervant,. he cryed out, Robert, true 
ſervant of God, pardon my treſpaſs, aud the injury I _ 
have done unto you, which the indulgent and = 
old father inſtantly did, reſtoring him to his former 
ability, and returned unto 1 cell, where he was 


received with joy. 3 4 4 ASS IE zh $34 BY : 


* A company of deer fd theforelt taunted his grou 
and ſpoiled his corn, doing: him much harm, whereo 


he complained to his patron, requirin ng ſome order 2. 
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. © Robert, Igive the free leave to impound' theſe a, 


and to detain them till thou art ſatisſied'. Where upon 
the holy man went into the fields, and with a little 
rod drgve the deer out of the corn like lambs, and 
ſhut them up in his barn. Which done, Robert went 
back to his patron acquainting him therewith, deſiring 
him withal to looſe the ſaid deer. His patron anfwer= 
ed, that © Robert had leave freely to. uſe the deer ſo 
impounded in the plough, or in any ſervice of huſban- 
dry; for which Robert returned hm many thanks, 
and went back to his cell; and taking the deer out 
of the barn, he put them under the yoke to plough 
and made them every day to plough his ground like 
oxen; which was daily ſeen and admired by all. 
King John coming that way, and hearing ſuch 


renown of Robert's ſanity was pleaſed to viſit him 
at his poor cell, and conferred upon that place as 
much of his waſte wood next adjoining as he could 


conyert to tillage with one plough or team. 'This 
ſervant of God told lord Byron. that came for his 
benediction, and to know what good or evil ſucceſs 
he ſhould have ina voyage he was to take upon the 
- king's ſervice, that he ſhould effect his buſineſs, and 
bring his occaſions to a good period; but withal that 
he ſhould never return. 

Not long after, he foretold that 3 aſter nis 


£ r. the monks of Fountain's abbey would with force 


ſtrive to take his body with them. He willed thoſe of 


s haouſe to refill, if need were, with ſecular ling | 
| „ W 25 , , * * | - | | Ia | Willin | if 


Hy 


_ willing that his body ſhould there reſt, Ae 
his laſt breath; which was done and effected accords 
ingly. The holy man, preceiving himſelf to draw to- 
' wards his end, commanded the bleſſed ſacrament to 
de brought unto him; prepraring to die with an 


holy and humble heart. 


At which the monks of Fountains, hearing of his 
near approaching end, made haſte to come unto him, 
bringing their habit, wherein his body was to be veſted - 
and interred. To whom he told, his own ordinary 
- garment was enough, neither deſired he any other. 
As he lay at the point of death, the Jew with his 
fellows came weeping before him and deſired his laſt 
bleſſing, which he willingly gave them; and in that 
exerciſe yielded up the ghoſt. His body was with 
due reverence made ready for the grave, and the bruit 
being divulged abroad, the monks of Fountains came 
and gave him their habit, which he refuſed whilſt © 
bie lived, endeavouring to carry away his body by 
force; but a company of armed men from the caſtle re- 
ſiſted them, who returned home ſad for ſo great a loſs. 

+ In concluſion, he was buried in the chapel of the 
Holy-Croſs at Knareſbro', in a new tomb. There 
came to. honour his obſequies great multitudes of all 
ſorts of people, kiſſing the coffing wherein his body 
was . 
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Acs F, HENRY JeNtins; but 1 belie vad not 


che Stories of him for many years; till one day. 
: he coming to beg an Alms. — 1'defired him 
to tell me how old he Was, he pauſed a little, 


and then, faid, that to the beſt of his Remem«: 


| berange, he was about 162 or 3 Vears oid, E 


aged. Nhat Kings be remembered; he fai 


HENRY the VIII. I alſo aſked him what: 
public things he could longeſt remember, he 


fa #fowdens Fiel Fight; I alked him if the 


8 üben * 2 ids the „ 


King was their, he ſaid no, he was in Frances Fi 
and eo Kloß Sana was General}. :Lafk:@ _ 


him how old he might be cthen;#Hedaid;: ba 


believed he might be between 10 Of 12 years 
old, for he ſaid, he was ſent to Norchalbertun 
with a horſe load of arrows, but they ſent a 4. 


5 bigger bor ſtum chene to the 58 We 


l 564 ni mn <5 by ee eee ee 


All this 


agreed with the hiſtory of hacia | 


BEN 1 DES 3 
told ſeveral, particulars of the great 


8 


4 i 


3 — 


e's 9, 1613, and he was about 12 years- 


t 


6 5 L 14 * 


be named was the Geiteral, 8 King Henry 
VIII. ,was then at Tournay : And it. is ob- 


ſervable, that this J ENKINS could neither read 


nor write. BN JO. he 


4 


2 2 * 2 - * * jt . 
W 


There was alſo "I or five men vic io in 
the ſame pariſn, that were reputed all of them 
to be 100 years of age, or within two or three 
ou of it, and they all ſaid, he was an <ld+r-- 

man ever ſince they knew him; but he was 
f in another pariſh, and before any regiſ- 


I ter was kept in churches, he then informed 


me, that he was butler to Lord Conwa v' s 
and remembered the ABS OrS of FounTain's,* 


Abs very _ pg anger hy diſſolution & | 
| the Monaſteries. ite T e 


, \ * Ls 7 1 * 1 
9 ; 17] | : A 


= # The bene of Nene p was bst, 


Aid when that battle was fought; ſo that H. 
Jenxixs, lived 169 years; viz. 16 years long 
er than Olo PARR, and was ee man 
Nn fincethe 1 a8 Sf? 95 fl. 407 Y blo 


ene laſt: century of hh life; 35 was 5 


5 "ih fiſherman, and uſed to fiſh in the river 


 Swaus, his diet was'courſe and ſour; but tow- 


P ry * = 1 a 
. - + 
k * : 
= ” 
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bn 15 1 


up * down. — He has n chaneery 45 
i and other ,courts, to above 140 years me- 
mory, and was often at the aſſizes at York, 
he generally went on foot; and I have heard 
ſome of the country gentlemen affirm, that . 
he frequently ſwam in the river after he was 
paſt the age of 100 years. _ 
In the King' s Remembrance Office, in the 
Exchequer, is a record of a depoſition in a 
cauſe by SmIRK$0N, taken in 1665, at Ket- 
* tring, in YORKSHIRE, where H. Jzn- 
Kins, of ELLERTON upon SwaLz, labourer, 
aged 157 years; was REY and Crs 
as a witneſs, 


” 


Henry Tenkilith e this lite Dec. 6, 
1670, at Ellerton - cron Swale, - Torkſhire. 
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ERECTED. 3 25 
Bolton in Yorkſhire, 
7 0 . 


Memory: of 1 Jenkinsg FN 


3 . OE a” Manta 
3 To. xeſcue ee 15 
| RIS 804 95 * The mann 9 
N 82 i 28 0f r * 
Ir HENRY Jenkins, 


3 * = 


89 YN 41 perfon o obſeu ure in birth, 


* 


%. 4 
8 


not of fortune, .. | 
And happy 

In the duration, 
If not variety, 


* 
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f: his enjoyments * * 24 
| raya... {1 mY 
8 1 
is low and 9 fate, © 
© The. equal Eye of * 5 
5 x Acheld and blefſed it, 8 
ne patridrch's health and It GET of da 
8 Toro NY © ie a 
e bleffing wailed.v ee 7 
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